Investigators examine 
link to other shootings 

THU AUG 3 1989 

Police «ta v fTinrles Arnettfetevei^ 
accused of being the freeway killer, 
fits a "frightening” personality profile 
developed by investigators, who yes¬ 
terday also said he may be connected 
to unsolved 


shooting incidents/dating 
ce SUSPECT. Balk Page 


DESERT EAGLE 


■ CidBMr.367 

■ Waigbt: Loaded, 4.5 pounds 

■ Lengtti: 10.25 Inches 

■ Capaeitr 9 rounds 

■ Bullet speed: 1.430 feet per 
second 


■ Price: $799 
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Voatimed from Page A-l 
back several years. 

Tipped off by ihe killer’s dis- 
unctlve. Israeli-made J57 mag¬ 
num. homicide investigators re¬ 
alist weeks ago that ibw were 
dealing with a serial killer, said 
ca;^ James Hahn of the Oak- 
lAikl police. 

'Whoj the kiillog frenzy bc- 
comes intense they make mis- 
Ukes,” he said. 

Stevens’ alleged choice of 
weapon — an exotic gon that 
leaves distlncUve evidence for 
«a^ U—aatHua £«ii. 
^ to flee the scene of the last 
wuing, may have been those 
mt^es. Investigators believe. 

Pmsoentors, meanwhile. *aM 
the ao-year-old Oakland man 
could lace the gas chamb^ if 
^victed of a four-month shoot¬ 
ing spree along Interstate 580 
l^puly District Attorney 
Terese Drabec said prosecutors 
**P*cl to seek the death penalty 
because charges against Stevens 
^olve multiple counu of mur- 
Qer« 

'* charged with three 
cwnts of murder and six counts 
of attempted murder 

Hahn acknowledged that po- 
llce are questioning someone 
else In connccUon with the sboot- 
declined to comment 

further. 

Police yesterday said thev are 
looking at unsolved killings, 
iwme of them more th an a year 

aetm involvetS. 

’’Were looking as far back as 
he has been In the area.” said 
Hahn, who would not provide de- 

i«-L .®.* possibly 

linked to Stevens. ^ 

The Tribune has learned, how¬ 
ever. ^t police believe Stevens 
may have been Involved in the 
death of an unidentified young 
woman whose badly burned 
body was found in a stolen Maz¬ 
da on the 500 block of Chetwood 
Street on Oct 18. 

Stevens, who lived one block 
j^y on Jean Street, has been 
i other crimes on 

that block of Chetwood: 

• He is accused of the April 3 
mu^r of LesUe Noyer. She had 
been shot several Umes and was 
found next to a Mazda parked in 


^e driveway of Ml Chetwood 

Investigators said Stevens and 
Noyer, a 20-year-old cosmetolo- 

may have known each other 
alighUy. 

■ Stevens was found guilty 
last February of steaUng a Jeep 
^erokee parked on the block. 
He was also found guilty of two 
other counts of auto theft and 
swtenced to a year In county 

Et^use of jail overcrowding 
^ time off for good behavior, 
be served just four months of 
that sentence, according to a 
>p*.K«-swoman for the Alameda 
wcpaainattr^ 
The gun allegedly used In the 
deat^ of Raymond August, 28. 
Lori R^on. 36. and Noyer is an 
IMI Desert Eagle, a semlauto- 
[Mt^ pistol that sells for f79» in 
the Elastbay. 

Police said the 4.5-pouod 
weapoo is deadly at close range 
It fires a 357-magnuffl bullet, 
one of the most powerful hand¬ 
gun cartridges available, and 
can easily be roodiOed to fire the 
even more dangerous 44 - 0100 - 
num bullet. 

When arrested last Thursday 
— also in a stolen Moz^ — po- 
Uce said Stevens had a Desert 
Ea^c in his possession. Officers 
^d the weapon was not regi^ 
tered to him, but bad not been 
stolen. They declined to sav 
whCTc be got it 

Despite its power, said Hahn. 

II te not a weapon that a criminal 
^ ^ it he 


11*8 too distlncUve. It leaves 
marks on the 
Shells and casings.” he said, 
htevens. who invesUgators say 
8een« intelligent, “was coro- 
P^ ^ showed DO remorse” 
after his arrest last Thursday for 

State 580. 

^ “Serial killers." said Hahn, 
so bright they are frighten- 

But studies of serial killers re¬ 
veal that despite their intellig¬ 
ence, they become overwhelmed 
by the 0 ^ to obtain graUfica- 
Uon by killing. Hahn said. 

‘They become restless. They 
b^n to think they are smarter 
than the police and can gel away 
with anything,” he said 




4th charge 
for sniper 
suspect 

eyUtrrr&L^^^ 4 1990 

Triburm 

^Charles Arnett fetevai^ al- 
r^ay being prosecuted on three 
murder charges. Including the 
freeway sniper shootings of two 
motorists, was charged yester¬ 
day with a fourth murder in the 
slaying onamOakland teenager 
last year. V/ 

PolicoAaid they relied mainly 
on ballisUcs evidence to connect 
Stevens to the killing of Laquan 
O. Sioan on June 8. Homicide in¬ 
vestigators said Sloan, 16. was 
shot with the same distinctive Is 
raeli-made .357 Desert E!aglc 
used m the other slaviiKs. 
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Sloan, a susp^»«^ 
dealer, was Wiled as he sraUted 
alone in the 700 block of 27lh 
Street by someone “who drove 
got out of the CM and bUmed 
him,” Sgt Robert Chenoolt said 

'^enauil said poUce Y® Ju* 
sure of the exact mouve for the 
slaving but suspect it had ^e- 
I Sg to do with a dispute Sloan 
had been involved in 
a man rccenUy paroled from 

1 ^;^cnauU said police believe 
tfiriarolee owed Sloan mon^ 

I tor norcoUcs and Sloan tod ^ 

I ken a flower pot over ito man s 
I head in an effort to collect his 

I **^Pollce believe the parolee told 
I Stevens about the 
I Stevens may have been doing 
I the man a favor" when he shot 
I ^oan, Chtsujult said. 

I At first the parolee 

I but police found witnesses w 

■ connected them. , 

I Stevens will be arraip^ on 

■ the new charge today 

■ preliminary hearing o^e ottor 

I murder charges is sc^ulcd to 
I Jlsume in Oakland Municipal 

I ^S'already is charg^ with 
I killing airline 

I roond August on July-7 as^ 

I as Lori Rochon on 
H Leslie Noyer on April 3.1989. 



diaries Amcti Slcvcni 

AMtlier wurdcT courge 


Both August and Rochon were 
killed by gunshots fired *roj" 
other car as they drove on Inter- 

*'^oyer was found lying 
her car in the 500 block of 
wood Street, two blocks from 
terstate 580. Police she 

was killed after either having 
sex with Stevens or hec^ toe 
threatened to go »o police 
other crimes in which Stevens 

'*^^oe'of'those testifying at to¬ 
day’s hearing is Oakland poUw 
criminalist Lansing ,* 

lisUcs expert wto 
link the Desert Eagle gun to the 

*‘*AlM s?h^uled to testify is 
homicide Sgt. John McKenna, 
who interviewed Stevens after 
his arrest July 2i. ..u-m# 

Stevens is being held withom 
bail at the North County Jail in 
downtown Oakland. 
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freeway victims was kill^ ^ •^‘‘ of ‘he I 
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two defendants wie arraieSS “ ‘he I 
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ALAMEDA COUNTY 


^Urban Wf 4 slayings 

An Oakland man described by antboriUes as “an urbM 
hunter” was ordered yesterday to stand trial on four counts 
of murder and al* counU of attempted murder for allegedly 
firing random shots at people. ^ 

At the conclusion of si*vear-old Chariesfeteven^ prelim¬ 
inary hearing In Oakland Municipal Court, Jnoge Ooortland 
Ante ruled that there was sufficient evidence to bind Stevens 
over to Alameda County Superior Court on charges 
ming from a senes of shootings on or near Interstate 5W in 
Oakland. Stevem will appear In Superior Court on June 29 to 

have a trial date set ^ 

Described by prosecutor Aaron Payne as a cold-bloodM 
killer,” Stevens is accused of murda’ing four people and «- 
tempting to murder si* others In at least seven different tn^ 
dento. most of which occurred close to his reside nce near the 
freeway In Oakland, 






SATN1AY& 1990 

1-580 sniper suspect denies firing 


By Hurry Harrit 
Th0 Tritmm 

Even lliougli admiUlng he had 
the xuHpoclcd murder weapon 
with him. f reeway s niper sus- 
prc LCharles ^teven^ enied in a 
tape^ slaiemem lo police a few 
hours after his arrest he shot 
anyone, according to court testi¬ 
mony yesterday. 

In the taped statement. Stev¬ 
ens admitted having the distinc¬ 
tive Israoli-mndc r>e5icrt Eagle 
.357 semiautomatic pistol with 
him the morning of last July 27 
when he Is accun^ of killing air¬ 
line engineer Raymond Augast 


on Interstate 580. 

But he told homicide Sgts. I 
John McKenna and Brian Thieni 
he only had the gun stuck in his 
waistband “for protection main¬ 
ly’* and had not fired it since tak¬ 
ing it lo a pistol range three or 
four months earlier. 

In the taped statement, played 
at Stevens* preliminary esami* 
nation. Stevens, then 20, told po¬ 
lice his sister. Georgina Stevens, 
had bought the gun for her pro¬ 
tection but had given it lo him to 
clean after they both used it at 
the pistol range, 

When asked on Inpc how many 


limes he had fired the gun since 
the day on the range Stevens re¬ 
plied **none to my knowledge.** 

McKenna said outside of court 
that Stevens later did admit 
shooting the gun once Into the 
seat of the Mazda he was driving 
the morning he wuh arrested He 
also said police believe Stevens’ 
sister bought the gun for him l>e- 
cause he was not old enough to 
purchase it himself. 

In the tiipcd statement, Stev¬ 
ens said he had been driving 
around Oakland for several 
hours and did not know why po¬ 
lice stopp<^d and arrested him on 


weapon 

the 35th Avenue entrance to the 
westbound lanes of Interstate 
580. In earlier lesiitnony the 
eyewitness said he watched 
Stevens get off the ensibound 
lanes of the freeway at 35th Ave¬ 
nue after August was shot and 
then stop on the westbound on- 
ramp. 

Besides the August killing. 
Stevens is charged with three 
other 1989 murders. They in¬ 
clude the July H slaying of Lori 
Rochon, also killed as she drove 
on 1-580; the April 3 killing of 
Leslie Noyer; and the June 8 kill¬ 
ing of i6-year-oId Laquan Sloan 








